in Ames, Iowa, failed because technicians there could not grow the virus. In the meantime, other birds in the market had been killed and disposed of. The market was later reopened.
If a low-pathogenic strain of bird flu is discovered, then individual states, not the federal government, are responsible for alerting the public -and officials say this all went as planned. "The timeline was exactly as it should be," South America is also preparing well, experts say, as it has decades of experience of handling other highly contagious diseases, such as foot-and-mouth disease. Lubroth gives the continent good marks for "high awareness favouring quick detection and response".
Brazil's poultry industry is both larger and more complex than that in the United States. Backyard farms are common in the poor northeastern part of the country, and smallholdings are scattered throughout urban areas and along the Amazon. But its core production remains in large commercial farms, which are well aware of the economic risks of H5N1, says Lubroth. "If H5N1 entered, " he predicts, "they would stamp it out quickly to preserve the main industry. "
That view is overly optimistic, argues Cackler, who sits on the avian-flu taskforce for the World Bank. Many South American countries, he says, have only recently woken up to H5N1 as something they might need to worry about. He recalls speaking to the agriculture minister of "one to-be-unnamed country" last November, who "just didn't get it; H5N1 was nothing to worry about". Cackler met him again in January, after H5N1 had ripped across Europe. "This time, the guy got it. "
■

Continued from page 137
Past US outbreaks Three highly pathogenic strains of avian influenza have already swept through the US poultry industry. 1924: An H7 strain of bird flu, known as the fowl plague, raced through live-bird markets in the northeastern United States. 1983: Another outbreak in the northeast -this time of H5N2 -culminated in the destruction of 17 million chickens, turkeys and guinea fowl. 2004: H5N2 struck again but was rapidly contained at a single poultry farm in Texas. Only 6,600 birds had to be killed.
